
The Bible - Inerrancy, Infallibility, Inspiration, Authority – May 24 

History of the Bible  

__________ Books – 39 in the Old Testament 27 in the New Testament 

• Written from about 1400 BC when the Pentateuch was given.  

• Malachi - written ~ 430 BC 

• The last book written is Revelation. ~ 90-95 AD 

There are over 24000 manuscripts and text fragments that make up the New Testament. 

Plato only 7 written 1300 years after Plato lived. 

The Muratorian Fragment (~170 AD) - oldest known list of New Testament books 

Athanasius’s Easter Letter (367 AD) 

In 367 AD, Athanasius, the Bishop of Alexandria, listed all 27 books of the New Testament.  

The councils of Hippo (393) and Carthage (397) formally ratified the books of the Bible the broader 

church had already recognized. 

I. Inspiration of Scripture – 2 Peter 1:20-21 - 21 For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but 

men spoke from God as they were carried along by the __________ ___________. 

II. Inerrancy - The Bible, in its original manuscripts, is without ________________ in all that it affirms.  

Ps 19:7, 2 Tim 3:16 

III. Infallibility - The Bible is _________________ of leading believers astray in matters of faith and practice.   

See John 10:35, 17:17, Proverbs 30:5, Hebrews 6:18  

The inerrancy and infallibility of the Bible is rooted in God’s holiness and perfection.  

The infallibility of Scripture is what makes the promises of God true.  

IV. Bible Authority - 2 Timothy 3:16 - James 4:7 

 

The Bible doesn’t tell us ______________ there is to know but God tells us everything we _________ to know.  

If the Bible is inspired by God, inerrant and infallible then it should have the authority in our lives. 

We recognize and receive the Bible as the inspired Word of God and agree to accept it as our ____________ of 

__________________and ______________________; and declare our adherence to its doctrines and teachings 

– Fairmont Constitution 
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