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Fai'rmaunt Baptist church at the turn of the Twentieth century
Fairmount Baptis;t Church, nerar Dillon,s Mill, by Semple's History, records Rev. W. Turner as pas-Franklin Counry, Virginia, was org;anized April 29th, tor of Old Blackwater Meeting House, with a mem-1855. It v/as a succession of the old Blackwater bership of sixty-five.

Ivleeting Hlouse, which was consl.ituted in Bedford We quote below from the First Churchbook of theCounty (now FranlJin) before the Revolutionary F'airmount Baptist Church, page one, and from theV/ar. We have no exact ciate, bul evidently it was first item:
between the years o{' 1760 and i7,tA "Franklin County, Virginia

Semple's "History of the Baptisrs in Virginia,, Agreeable to our own wish, a Presbytery,records this church in the minutei as a member of consisting of Elders prichard , Brown, Leftwich. andth,e Finit Baptist
Ai;sociation held at
E.Craig's Meeting
House, Orange Counfy,
Virginia, in May 1771,
but does not give the
date the church v/as
constituted.

Old Blackwater
Meeting House was, a
iar.ge iog buiiding with
a ,stone chimney taking An early congregatton

Goggin met us at
Charity Chapel on
Saturday before the 5th
Sabbath in April 1855,
and after a regular
examination, unani-
mously, agreed to
organize us into a
church, holding the
views of the regular
Baptists. We were

up almost the entire east end of the house, located
about one and one-hralf miies east of Dillcln,s Mill,
Franklin Counfy, Viryinia, on Mi:ey Branch. This
house was used for worship anci schocl for more
than three cluarters o1'a century. The minutes of the
Strawberry Association for the yea:. I g04, as related

organized with the fol_
lowing members-Elijah B. Wade, Octavia Wade,
Mary J. Wade, John A. Smith, Sarah A. Smith,
Elizabeth Claibourn, Eiizabeth Turnbull, Ursula
Levasey, John Nunley, John Hartman, Lockey
Hartman, and Catherine Hensley.

George W. Leftwich, Acting Clerk,,



These thirtr:en aie ihe charter members of the
Fair:nount Bal;tisl Church.

books include Fair Mount (two words). then
Fairmount (one word), then Fairmont (one word).
Fairmont was designated as the official spelling in
1980 by the congregation. At present time, Fairmont
is still used.

Clrariry Chapel wrx
community. During
the rrgs15 I 85:i- l 85(,,
meetings were held irt
Chariry Ohape .

Gcgginsville, anrl
Retle:at, but generali,z
at Ciogginsvill,:. A
meeting was irel<j at
Old Blackwate;:
&4eeting House on
December 6, I856 to
consi,jer the m;rtter ol'
consh'ucting a House.
of S/orship in rhe,
vicinity of whzLt was
ca.ileci "The Three
Irnrks."' The m;eting
wes organized by th,:

iocatr:d near the Gogginsvilie

A jbn,ce was added to the property in ISSZ.

The first deacons
for Fairmont Baptist
Church were Creed T.
Webb, John A. Smith,
and John Hartman.
They were ordained
at Charity Chapel on
July 20, 1855. Elijah
B. Wade was the first
Clerk, with John A.
Smith, assistant.

Brother Goggin
served Fairmount as
pastor for eighteen
years, but at two dif-

appointrnent of ?homas C
Coggin, Chaimran arid Elijan Il. Slade, Secretary.Oi: motion m,lde tJrat we appoint a Builciins
C'rmniittee, which commi ttee shail also act as
Trustees for the cl-lurr:h Malion made and can-ied
that scven be ttre nunrber The following brethren
were iippointed to rhe Buildir:g Committee an,l aiso
as Trustees of the Fairmount i:)aptist Church: Cyrus
Price, Ferdinan<l Prict, Cree,J T. Webb, David S
Simps,:n , Elijah B. V/ade. Lavid S. V/ebsrer , and
John A Smith. Eiijar B. Wacle was appointed as
receiver of fundl; for said chu,i.ch
Tl:e r:hurch
Benjarnin

was buiit b.,,,

D:yerle of
Roamoke, v,iho owned a
ptrantation in the {loles
Creek area. He, a|56 6u11,
the Piedmonr presby{erian
Church in CalkLway. The
bricks rrsed were ntade at his
orvn plantation.

Thoraa.s C. Goggin was
the first pasto:: of the
Fairlnotrnt Baptis,t Churclr,

'tlhomas C. *aggtn

in rhe tast period of his *,rllrl-r"'"1?;*"#i;
October 1873,in which a pastor was to be elected for
the ensuing year, that he was asked to retire from the
church during the proceedings. (At this time he was
serving Fairmount, Boones Mill, and Gogginsville.)
On his return to the church he was informecl of his
eiection. His compensation was then discussed. He
stated that he thou,eht $i50. woujd be right. The
church agreed and he accepted the pastorate. Owing
to feeble health ancl the long distance to be traveled,
Brother Goggin off'ered his resignation to Fairmount
Church in September 1g76.

The first worship serviced was held in the new
House of Worship (Fairmount) on Sarurday,
December 5, i857. 'fhe first communion service
was observed the foilowing ciay, December 6. 1g57,
foiiowing tiie I1 o,clock p."uihing service. Mrs"
Cyrus Price and Mrs. Susan bobbs gave to
Fairmount the first Bible and hymn books.

Aboirr rhis time the church had many additions.
On coming, lhese people would relate their exper!
ences and were received as candidates for bapiism.
The church exercised a very clecided type of disci_
pline upon its mernbership- If there was anything
made known in the conduct of a member unbecom_
ing to a child of God, it was considered in the busi_

having reen called to this ministry on June Z, 1g55.In this meeting a motisn *u, ,ru.i" and seconcrecr
ihat tiai:; church be called Fai: fuIount. trt is thus
recorded in tire r]eed in two works. The church
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,4lste 1980s vtew af the church, with its porch and addttion.

r.ess meetings held each third Sarurday in the month
irilo',l,ing the worship service. tf lhe memtrer v,,as
nclt present to speark for himsell', a commiilee vlzrs
appointec, to wait uron him ancl r:port its findings to
tire church at its next regular business meeting. This
'was crtntinued untii final disposi-ioa of the case. If
tire merntrer asked {br anc sought forgiveness, it was
graci*us11, granted, but in those cases where forgive_
ness \ /as neither sor:ght, Llor apparently clesirerl, they
',,rerc disrnissed from church mernbership. At least
one crise is known where the m,:mber, recognizing
tliat the ji[e being liveci rvas out of harmony viith the
church discipline, asked to be excluded. The clisci_
pline violated was that in respect to dancing. It was
ar well known fact that this persor:i was of the highest
morai ch;:lracter in even,, sense, bLrt delighted to
dance. which was not in keeping rvith the teaching of
tLre Fairm,runt Church.

The services of the Fairmount Church were sener_
ally held tlie third Saturciay and Sunday in each
month. On Saturday, the regular worship service
rvas foilowed by the business session of the church.

The first musical instrument purchasecl for the
church is recorded to have been purchased from
Ryland and Lee, on May 15, 1887. Receipt was
given by tirem for same for "The just and full sum of
$85.s0."

From Fairnrount Church five young people
entered into the work of the ministry. They were
Wiison Mills, who united rvith the Fairmount
Church November 1l,lSlB; John W. Mitchell, who
rvas ordained into the gospel ministry January lg,
1880; Samuel A. Naff, rvho joined Fairmount
Church June 17 , 1899; Miss Bonny Dillon tn 1919;
and Michael Jordan in 1990.

For several years, Boones Mill and Gogginsville
were "Arms of Fairmount Church.,, On February
16, 1878, Brother J. W. Abshire was sent as a dele_

-qate by the arm of the church at Boones Mill in view
of organizing a church at Boones Mill. and asked for
the dismission of nineteen members from Fairmount
Baprist Church. The "Arm of the Church,, at
Go-eginsville rvas dissolved May Ig, 19g0. Then on
December 18, 1880, Brother John Lee Taylor
informed the churcir at Fairmount of his intention of
building a Baptisr Church ar Rocky Mounr, Virginia.
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Fainnount Sunda,y School Class ca. l91g-1919.
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Fainnont Church at the dawn of the'{wenty-first tenturv.

He asked the cooperation of Fairmounl Church.
The first Sunday Schooi in ttre Fairmount Church
rvas organizecl Aprii 9, 1859.

The foliowing men from Farirmr:uni Baptist
Church constitute a partial list of those serving in
"The War Between The States:"

The building cornpleterJ in 1857 has the original
floor and balconl'. The balcony ''vvzrs used in thre

begirrning for seating thel mentbers rrrito 't'fre "of
coior"" Fairmonl had mem'bers in 1855 that were

slaves and free blacks. Manv stayed for severai

yeals afier the civil rvar \\/as ovr3r.

We are indebted to Mr'. L.C. Hall. wife of'a for-
mer pastor, for the puipit furnit.ure. It was tlrrougii
her untjring efforis and contacts u,ith the l'bilowing
peopie tl'lat these were p,rssible: the middle pulpit
chair was given b-,r Hampton L. Dillon in menory of
his fathLei and mother, lvlr. And Mrs. Jesse Dilion.
The rignt pulpit chair rvas given by the C).8. J;lmison
famiiy in memorv ol their parents, lvlr. r\nd h4rs.

O.B, Jamison. The left pulpit chair was given blr

Mrs. Cleora Saul Hunt in merrory of brothr:rs iind

sister, ;rnci parents, Mr. And }drs. T.E" SaLrt. The

commuinion table was presented b.v the Parker

Jam:son l'amiiy in mer;aory ,:f ttle hrustrzLnd and

fathel, Nfr. Parker C. Jarnison. The chair to the right

of the r;ommunion table was presented by ivlr. Harry
Saul. T'he chair to the left of the communion table

was presented by Mr. John Petr:r Saul, Jr., in memo-

ry of his pa"rents , Mr. ancl Mrs. John Peter Saui. The

pulpit !,vas presented by the young people's g:roup of
the Fairmount Bitptist Church. The florver stand to

the igJrt was given by lvlrs. Clrrus Dillon in memo-

(Hambricks's Company)
Benjarnin B. Webb
John T. Smith
George Gibson

(S. Hale's Company)
Eli W. Alcers
Joseph Overfelt
John Hensley

Until a few years ago, two oid ll,ooclen "Style
Blocks" stood as landmarks on the church grounds-

These were used bir the women who rode horseback

to the church in order to mount and disrnount from
tireir horses. The husbands usually :,rttencied lheir
wives in hitching their horses to the sturcly limbs of
the giant oaks which then surrounded tne church, t'rul

it was the young men who met their -sirls at the
"Style Block," holding the reins of ttre bridle until
she had dismounted. While he was, hitching the

horse, she removed the long, fuil, -{athered, black
riding skirt and waited for him to come back and

escort her to the church door (which he aiways did,
sometimes going in and sitting beside her during the

servlce).
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A 1964s gathering

ra

rrv of her tather, Rev. S.B. lVloses. a former pastor".

The flower stand on the left was presented by Mr.
and Mrs. Hillard Thornas, in rnemory of their daugh-
ter, Eleanor. The colleetir:n plates were presented by
R.ev. and Mrs. L"C. Hall. The picture of Christ r.vas

presented by Rev. and Mrs. T. Threatt" The church
chairs and table previously used, along with the pul-
pit Bible now in service, were presented by the fam-
ily of Mr" trerdinand Price in mernory of their father.
In 1947 the church was rvired for electric power with
Brothers Cyrus Dillon and Hampton Dillon paying
the bill. Holiace Bowman later wired the chandelier
t"or the church. (We do not know the history of the

chandelier in our church, but it has been here prior ta
the 1900's). The Sunday School roorns were wired
by brother Harry Saul and Tinsley E. Webster"

Previous to the electric lights, brother O.B. Jamison
had given the church a carbide lighting system.

In 1952 considerable improvement was made on
the church grounds by the removal of trees, grading
of the yard, fencing the cemetery, placing the cement
posts and iron rod fence about the lot by the road.

In 1957 the Sunday School rooms and basement
rvere added to the rear of the building. The sanctu-

ary was redone in 1968 and the original furnishings
were replaced- The porch and picnic shelter were
added in 1971. The fellowship hall was built in
1973. The parking lot was paved in 1990. A sound
system was installed in 199 t , and upgraded in 2004.
The steeple was adcled in 2001. trn 2004 a recre-
ationiplayground area was established.

The Annual Homecoming, on the third Sunday in
July, has been a feature of joyous anticipation by

manv through the years. Many former members, old
acquaintances, and friends from far and near come
together in Christian fellowship. Brother J. Ernest
Jamison was historian for these meetings. He
ahvays had an active part in the program for the day,
giving Fairrnount's History as a most interesting f'ea-

ture. Much credit is due him in recording and pre-
servin-{ a great portion nf her history. His copy of
church records was usecl for this report.

Visitors are always rvelcome at Fairmr:nt.
The following men have served this church as pas-

tors for such terms as indicated:

Rev. Thomas Goggin-June I 855-May 1 [t66

Rev. C"W. Wood-May 1866-February 1867

Rev J.W. Stine-Februan, I867*November 1867

Rev. T.N. Saunders-December I 867-February
i 869

Rev. T.E. Reynolds-February I 869-October 1869

Rev. Thomas C. Goggin-November 1869-October
1 876
Rev" John Lee Tayior*November 1876-October
r880

Rev- Gabriel Wheeler-Decernber I 880-February
r 891

I

u

u,I

Rev. R.D. Haymore-March l89l-October 1892
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Rev. Iohn W. Wade-May 1893-December 1902

Rev. W.M. Royal-June 19O3-August l90g

Rer,. W.L. Naff-August 1908-April 1909

Rev. F.P. Robertson-April 1909-Decernber l9l3

Rev. John W. Wade-December 19l3-Noventber
1917

Rev. H.H. Martens-December 1917-June 1922

Rev. W.P. Brooks-July 1922-Seprember 1923

Rev. S.B. Moses*M ay |924-Decemberl 925

Rev. George W. Ferrell-February I 927-september
19-15

Rev. L.W. Gammon* 1936-Decernber 1943

Rev. Walter S. Tillman-september 1944_
November 19.,X6

Rev. L.C. Hall-February 1947-November 1949

Rev. T. Threatr*December 1950-April 1967

Rev. Luther Vann-lnterim-April I 967-January
r 968

Rev. A.V. Greene, Jr.-January l96g_June 1970

Rev. James Wood-Augusr 1910-Ju1y 1975

Rer,. Michaei Burke-January 1 975-September
1971

Rev. Samuel Young*January 197g_Augusr l97g

Rev. Gene Andrews-September I97g_November
1979
Rer,. .Iack Corvin-Interim*January 1 9g0-January
198?

Rev. Earl Dodson-Interim-February lgg?_
December I982

Rev. Tom Toler-Interirn-July lggg-January l9g9

Rev. Scott Davis-January 1989-May 1991

Rev. Robert J. Schneider, Jr.-October 1991-
December I997

Rev. William Hayhursr-July 1998-June 1999

Rev. Harold Draper-Inrerim- 1999-Juiy 2000

Rev. Alfred Major-July 2000-Sepreniber 2002

Rev. John Cochran- Interim -Augusr 20A3_
February 2005

Rev. Leonard Castleman-February 2005-present

The Oak Ttee Remembers Fairmont

At the Blackwater rneeting house Baptists met to
agree to construct a church at three fbrks, near me.
Then I was not quite as big around trut, like
Fainnount, firmly rooted in the ground. With thir_
teen charter members. Aprii lg55 the church organ_
ized" and my branches quite alive. Thomas Goggin
conducted first worship December lg57 and songs
echoed thru the hills like a chorus from Heaven.
Now if early members failed to toe the mark, they
were exciuded from worship and left in the dark. The
offense today seems only a whim. for then even
dancing was considered a sin. preaching on the first
and third Sunday, you see We sharecl the pastor with
others, and he preached at all three. We had style
blocks for the ladies to clismount from the steed ancl
at Homecomings past. servecl as tables indeecl. The
boys then led the horses over to me, and fastened the
reins to the branches of this sturdy oak tree. Ninth of
April 1859, the weather was still a little cool, but a
great day to organize the first Sunday School. The
gallery was used to seat people of color became
Sunday School rooms for little girls and the fellows.
I've shaded many veterans with the leaves on my
arms from the war of the revolution to the past
Desert Storm. May 1887, there was quite an event,
the first musical instrument-to the church it was sent,
The congregation felt it was really quite nifty, they
had paid the whole sum of eighty_five fifty. The lir
World War had the country in quite a lurch and a par_
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Rev. Leonard Castleman-January l9g3_-Iune l ggg
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sonage was pLlrchased with the Boones Mill church"

1947 with Sandy Ridge, Boones Mill, and Cedar

Bluff preaching twice a month was not quite enough.

L.C" Hall preached the first Sunday P.M. And in the

morning tlrird Sunday I saw you and him"
Homecoming that year, basket lunch under the trees

The Broadman Hymnal was selected, for a melodi-
otrs breeze" Wood stoves were replaced in the year

forty-nine. 'fhe oil heaters were shiny and we

thought them real fine" In 50, Sandy Ridge withdrew
from our tield, Rev. Threatt preacherJ one morning
and two evenings for real" Tables built for
Homecoming in fitiy-one Our first power mower cut
the grass, b*fore that was done. We built rooms on

the rear in fitiy-nine. Sunday Schooi at Fairmont had

begun to
shine. The
s anc tu ary
remodeled
in sixty-
eight With
new win-
dows and
pews, anri
rve a1l sat

up straight.
71 brought
the porch
and a new
picr:ric
shelter, sc:

now, at

['ve witnessed the early struggles and triumphs of
the past seen many days of glory and the year went
by real fast. As toddlers you have played and passed

beneath this tree, too soon you were enrolled in
Adult Sunday School three. I've shaded thirty-five
pastors, in your 144 years I have seen many clf you

smile, and some have shed some tears. I hope to go

on near you as I cornplete my role Continue to glori-
fy Jesus and rejoice in your soul.

-Bill Payne, 1999

Memories of Fairmont Baptist Church
try Marie Jamison Goggin

A flood
of memo-
ries comes
to mind as

1 think of
this time
and piace.
I remem-
ber several

past0rs
and their
wives who
were here.
I especial-
ly remem-
ber many
dear peo-

Church memhers in the 1970s. ple whr
irave goue

Homecoming, no one would swelter. In seventy on to be with the Lord-many of whom t think of
three the fellowship hall was built and at the terrific every time I come in the church and almnst feel I can
suppers, we were stuff'ed to the hilt' The parsonagc see them sitting in their regular place in the pews. It
rvas built in seventy-five Rernember, mr.-lst of you is very special to me to see many of my children,
were alive. Next January Pastor Mike Burke moved
in. He preached fuil time ar Fairrnont ancr against au :;il$Tflri;,:Ji* ,*'J1:5'rj::l\H'J Lil:
sin. In 7'7, water in the creek was real cold, and

irnnrersion was c.nsistent with the days of okr. s/e 
part in the growth' to reach out to brlng people to

wnuld have to ,,gather at the river.', no more, for a Christ l0ng iifter I have gone to my heavenly home'

baptistry was installeti under the pulpit floor. g7 air 
on a lighter note' Homecoming ahvays makes me

conditioning the suncray schoor and the renowship :llJrl;*-ilH-iJ,X:ffi1.0*"llH"Il#,:T'#
hall, new iights in the sanctuary and parking lot, b,v ade. We squeezed two cases each year beibre James
fail.89 sarv the paving of the gravel parking lot. My' Ciark Jamison, Senior, my children's Father, passed
roots were covered, so I began to get hot' awav in 1gg4 . r think our children sot sick and tired
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of the lemonade tradition" Ciark loved Homecoming
and bou_eht an Army lister bag with four spigots and
hung it iir the tree where the flower bed is now locat-
ed. When we had n<l air conditioning and sweat was
running down your back, that lemonade sure tasted
good.

I will never forget the pot-bellied sfove that sat
where the piano now stands. Few people sat in the
back of the church in those years.

This was supposecl to be limited to one hundred
fifty words, but I found it liard to stay within my lirn-
its as I had about 50 years of memories. It is my
prayer that this church rvill be a shining light in this
carnmunity for another 150 years.

What Fairmont Baptist Church
Means to Me

Memories tend to lade over tirne if their impact is
not forceful. Fairmont Baptist Church has given me
memories that must have been vigorous, because
they still linger for me. Those recollections plus my
pelsonal experiences at this church have helped rne
to solidify my faith in Christ. That faith itself is rhe
meaning that all Christians seek and cherish.

Experiences and associations at Fairmont have
been invaluable. One memory that stands out was
my acceptance of Christ as my Savior when i was
trrzelve years of age. My baptism was in Blackwater

River near Clark and Marie Jamison's house . A ferv
other memories are: week-long revivals, Sunday
School classes held in the sanctuary which was
divided by curtains, heat from wood stoves,
Homecoming on the third Sunday of July, teaching
Sunda3, School, attending church rvith my mother
and father and later with my own family, gathering
under the big oak tree before and afier church, and
many others too numerous to mention.

As we know, a church is the people who attend
and not the building. The people at Fairmrcnt have
been very meaningful to me by providing support,
giving advice, offering encouragement and being
very fiiendly. { can't forget Cyrus, Edith, Rev.
Gammon, Rev. Threatt, Clark, Wiiliam, C.1'., Harry.
John, Sarah, George, Clara, Miss Sally, Miss Daisy,
Parker, Miss Callie, and the cument rnembership.

Fairmont has meant a family involvement since
the fcrunding of the church. It is said that Rev. Thom
Goggin, my great. great grandfather, was helpful in
getting the church under way. Dr. and Janie Dilion,
my grandparents, attended; my parents, Cyrus and
Edith Dillon were nlernbers; and $iy own family,
Leedy, Cy, IJeth, Charlotte, and Bonny were mem-
bers. This family involvement is very meaningful to
me because they, through Fairmont Church, have
had a profound impact on my life by introducing me
to Christ.

* C.L Dillon, Jr.
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